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in Geneva, Switzerland, some of watchmaking's most
ell-known names gathered to showcase their greatest
watchmaking accomplishments -- triumphs of design, engineering,
micromechanisms and precision. This is always one of the two best
times of year for watches (the other being BaselWorld, this year at
the end of April), as I get to see all the latest and greatest watches.

A t the Salon International de la Haute Horlogerie (SIHH)

The SIHH is a show for the Richemont Group and their brands --
Cartier, Officine Panerai, Piaget, Vacheron Constantin, Montblanc,
Parmigiani Fleurier, Jaeger-LeCoultre, IWC, Roger Dubuis, Ralph
Lauren, Baume & Mercier, Van Cleef & Arpels, Richard Mille,
Greubel Forsey, A. Lange & Sthne and Audemars Piguet.

In addition, there is another show in Geneva at the same, the

. Geneva Time Exhibition (GTE), which is a collection of smaller

| brands and independents (like Hautlence, Century, Artya, Laurent

S Ferrier, Vogard, Peter Speake-Marin and others), while some other

companies, like Bovet, Christophe Claret, Urwerk, Zenith and

others take suites in Geneva's finest hotels to take advantage of global
watch lovers coming in for the SIHH to show their latest products.
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At the end of the week, I estimate that [ saw about 50 companies, and with
an average of 10 watches per company, I was introduced to more than 500
watches. It was quite a week!

¥ Audemars Piguet Traditional Tourbillon Minute Repeater
¥ christophe Claret Soprano Chronograph
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¥ Greubel Forsey Art Piace - Caseband
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TRENDS

With so many companies and watches introduced, there
is no one single trend overwhelming the watch industry.
But, after a week of going to meetings with the best and the
brightest companies, there are a few common themes going
on.

The first is a continued return to elegance and classical/
traditional designs. More and more companies are creating
beautifully simple timepieces that echo classical designs,
perhaps as a hedge against global economic uncertainty.
Cutting edge watches might be cool, but they might be here
today gone tomorrow, while classic timepieces are here to
stay.

& A Lange & Sohne Grand Complication



So, several companies are focusing on
thinner, slightly smaller timepieces,
with classical dial and case designs.
At the same time, vintage is back (did
it ever go away?) with a vengeance,
with revised designs (and sometimes
movements) from decades ago coming
to the forefront.

Another trend is toward interesting
complications. Used to be that
the tourbillon was the peak of
watchmaking skill, but it’s no longer
enough to “just” have a tourbillon. It
has to be combined with something
more — a chronograph, a perpetual

, & minute repeater and more.
Or something completely different.

A continuing trend is the use of metier
d'art, artisanal hand craftsmanship, in
watches. From Cartier’s very cool gold
bead watch to Piaget’s new collaboration
with enamel guru Anita Porchet, the
watch dial has become a home for
traditional and cutting edge art.

Underlining all of the above is the
need for uniqueness in today's
timepieces. It sometimes isn't enough
to have just technically excellent and
beautiful timepieces - people need
something unique and different to
move them to buy a luxury timepiece.
Could be new materials, great designs,
interesting displays, bold colors and
much more.

Enjoy this collection of the newest
timepieces, and watch this space each
issue for the latest in watches, direct
from Switzerland!

HifATE, —XHER
oIS, i —FERESLAT
AN R B2 AN, 8k
R LA — A .

ESER RS LIS, BN iR
ek IR R SRR S SR T, R
S EREF A AR . SRR IREY
AT ICRAS, EHEMERE B, AW
SR NG IEE N, —2ERH
O TR HER T, SRR,
Bl T R R R M R F{TaTL
B R a= MR E R, Saast
FERIMIRER, AR AR,

A — WU B AR TS R BT B

A Artya Son of Gears

KRR -HR T ZRNEEEA DA ERE
&, MAENRREASNUHEETE.
R, DEE, ZREN, SEESH
fbzhifie, EaEEEMERR TR,
{EA— EF @R TENRD 2P,

Wk, “metier dart” ERERRAEAE
HOERE, X—HiEER “EAKRM" B
HEEFERTLAREEA. BiEEFH
T ( Cartier ) BEAGEGHEISRERIE, T2
{88 (Plaget ) 583 & IF Anita Porchet
Mo e, e Bl kst
SR ETE ERAR T .

WMz, BSSEaES AEE, WEcH
DIEEREISS iR T2, W SRR,
FASRZE FWHADARE, EEiRit
R AR OTTREE A DB # L
Haer, SRS, FERE, #EF
BEAHIFI Lo

I B T R R O L E
R A, MR FIHNE!

P Piaget Atiplano Skeleton




