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Motorcycles mean different
things to different people. An
intimate object, motorcycles,
due to their very nature, become
part of the rider and vice-
versa. In today's world, riding
a motorcycle is not about being
a member of the Hell's Angels,
but about the freedom and the
sheer pleasure of riding.

The motorcycle a gentleman
chooses depends on the kind
of man he is, and the sort of
riding he wants to do.

Take English gentleman
T.E. Lawrence, better known
as Lawrence of Arabia. His
preferred mode of transport?
Vincent Black Shadow. Actor
Ewan McGregor? He and his
riding partner Charley Boorman
helped make the BMW 1200GS
what it is today. Other famous
gentlemen motorcyclists include
Malcolm Forbes, Georges
Clooney, Brad Pitt, Ted Simon
(who packed a white tuxedo on
his first round the world trip)
and the King of Jordan.

All gentleman, but all
different. Everyone's foray into
motorcycling is unique, but
here are some rough categories
and two choices of motorcycle
for each.
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The Traditionalist- No bells
and whistles for this rider, for him
it’s all about classic lines and pure
motorcycling. For this gentleman, two
great choices include the Triumph
Bonneville (based on a 1960 design)
and the Harley-Davidson Road King
Classic (based on a 1957 model). Both
motorcycles are modern in terms
of technology, to a point, including
fuel injection and ABS, but they are
dripping in tradition and no frills
motorcycling.
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The Iconoclast- There are
gentlemen who want something that
no one else is riding, something rare
and exotic. They could create a custom
from any of the bike builders the
world over, but if they want something
serially produced, the new Norton
Commando 961 or the Confederate
X132 Hellcat are fine choices. Both
are produced in very limited numbers.
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The Adventurer- Some gentlemen
are all about going off the beaten
track, quite literally, and for that they
need a bike that can get them to the
trails in style, then handle itself in
the dirt, mud and mess. Two great
new bikes allow just that — the all
new BMW 1200GS and the KTM 1190
Adventure.

RIS bR

e NE2EAY, IBEimiiigirma. %
BLANHEL A IR T 1A BT T TR 2R SR AR
1%, 1 A Y “BMW 1200GS” AT “KTM
190 IR 2 Hivimd,



s LIFESTYLE

World Traveler- The final group of
gentleman motorcyclists is the world
traveler, someone who wants to go
around the world on paved roads.
For this, you need a comfortable,
dependable and stylish ride, complete
with enough space to pack the
essentials (and just maybe that white
tux for embassy events). Two of
the best choices include the Ducati
Multistrada and the BMW 1600GT.
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For a gentleman, a
motorcycle is not just a
mode of transportation.
Motorcycles add to the
mystery of the man,
allude to his dark/
dangerous side and make
life that much more
enjoyable. The sooner you
can get on two wheels, the
better. And keep the shiny
side up!
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