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His name has become part of
the American lexicon—“Sully”

is synonymous with keeping cool and performing a job with skill and
dedication in the face of life-threatening circumstances. And Capt.
Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger, who is now partnering with the JeanRichard
watch brand, has lessons to offer about grace under pressure.

“I T’S THE WAY I
HAVE LIVED MY
LIFE FOR THE 57
YEARS BEFORE
THAT EMERGENCY
LANDING THAT
MADE THE
DIFFERENCE IN
THE AGGREGATE.”

end of the Cold War, and my F4 Phantom
2 had a mechanical clock in the instrument panel. Under the G forces, the clock’s
seconds hand would sometimes lose time.
We were flying in formation at 600 knots
and at levels as low as 100 feet, so timing
was extremely important. I would sometimes use my watch as a backup to the
aircraft clock to make sure we stayed on
our timeline.”
“In any airplane, unless you are capable
of in-flight refueling, you have a finite
amount of time and fuel before you have
to return to earth, so the whole concept of
time is vitally important,” he continues.
“I have always liked the beauty of the
mechanical instruments. There is something about having a well-designed and
finely-crafted timepiece. There is also a
lot of elegance in mechanical solutions to
the problem of accuracy. I love craftsmanship in many things, including airplanes
and watches.”

— CAPT. SULLY SULLENBERGER
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than ever to do something positive for the
aviation industry. “I feel an obligation to do
something meaningful,” he admits. “People
were touched and inspired by this event.
Once I figured that out, I felt an obligation
to do good; not to do so would have been a
missed opportunity. I have to do what I can
to improve aviation safety and the status
of the airline piloting profession. I have
also branched out and begun to apply the
things I’ve learned in other domains, such
as medicine. I want more long-term good to
come of this.”
FLIGHT TIME
Sullenberger has been a “watch guy” since
he began flying, and has always worn
a watch as a pilot. “I use my watch as a
backup for the instruments in the cockpit,”
he explains. “I flew as a fighter pilot at the
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— CAPT. SULLY SULLENBERGER

Even though Sullenberger has retired
as a commercial pilot, he stays busy with
public speaking, safety consulting and
writing—he is working on book three right
now. “There’s never enough time in the
day,” Sullenberger comments. “But I feel
an obligation to continue to be the public
face for safety issues and to treat the story
of Flight 1549 with respect. I’m trying to
leave everything I care about better off
than when I started.”
jeanrichard.com
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RIPPLE EFFECT
Sullenberger came to national attention
for completing a safe emergency landing
of US Airways Flight 1549 in the Hudson
River four and a half years ago. But he
considers the totality of his aviation career
to be more significant than the masterful
maneuver that made him famous. “I have
been fortunate to achieve two pinnacles in
aviation—first as a fighter pilot and then as
an airline captain for 30 years I lived my
life’s dream,” he says. “It was important
to me to be the most complete, skillful,
knowledgeable pilot I could be. My entire
life was preparation for the ultimate challenge of January 15, 2009. There wasn’t
time to learn what I needed to know in
those 200 seconds of flight.”
As a result of that experience,
Sullenberger has become more determined
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At the JeanRichard factory

“M Y CAREER HAS
BEEN A PRODUCT OF
CONSTANT LEARNING
AND CONSTANT
STRIVING FOR
EXCELLENCE.”
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